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A Letter From The Pastor

A Divine Rhythm
BY CONRAD SHARPS

A few years ago I had the privilege to return to the first church I served in
North Carolina. My family and I attended the wedding of a lovely young lady
who was just a young girl when I served as her pastor.
In a strange way, this return to my ministerial beginnings was much like a
homecoming. The opportunity to see old friends and church members I’d
not seen for years was both joyful and renewing.
What a great day to worship with these special people and to participate in
a service of Christian marriage, which is a significant passage of life and a
tremendous blessing … not just for those marrying, but for a pastor as well.
God’s creation is subject to all kinds of rhythms. The passage of seasons
is obvious as we prepare for the beginning of summer on the 20th of this
month. We also know of the tides and the circadian rhythms that envelop
much of nature. But for people living in the Word, a divine rhythm sets the
pace with life-changing passages. Marriages, funerals, and Sunday worship
all bring the people of God together, and something profound and spiritually
enriching occurs through these experiences as life goes on. The Spirit of God
enables us to recognize the significance of the events of this life, and the
Spirit also gives us all we need to face or rejoice in them.
Continue to page 02
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A Letter From The
Pastor Continued
Are you at this time facing a significant point of passage
in life? If you are, may God grant you the heart of faith
to see and understand his benevolent love and mercy

I Have Appeared
To You
BY JANET MCGUGAN

toward you in all things, especially in a world that attacks
our faith and challenges our hope.
Life truly is like a journey and a homecoming for people
of faith. Perhaps that’s why I love the seldom-read
letter of Jude written to Jewish Christians and believers
everywhere: “But you, dear friends, build yourselves up
in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep
yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you eternal life” (Jude 20–21).
No matter where you find yourself on the journey of life
today, live a life of faith empowered by the Holy Spirit;
anchor yourself in the love of God made known through
Scripture and the people of God, the church; and trust
in the mercy of God made known in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
God has established for his creation a divine rhythm.
Every passage, be it one of joy or pain, is an opportunity
to come together to give thanks as people of faith. In
Christ, we are all journeying home. May we all recognize
and celebrate the joy of being on this road together.
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I have appeared to you and shall appear
many more times. Go and tell them of
it. Tell them of the things I have done for
you, the things I have taught you and the
revelations that I give to you.
Make sure that the very least of them shall
hear My Words, for through My Words
shall they hear My Voice and by My Voice
shall they turn to Me and be healed of
their transgressions.
Do not be afraid, speak out for I AM shall
protect you from them and from My
Words shall I bring forth My Mighty Nation
Israel.
They shall know My Voice as it is spoken
forth and they shall follow My Voice and I
shall lead them back into the Land of My
Promise.
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Board Splinters From
May 2021
BY STAN WILSON, BOARD PRESIDENT

1. Pastor Conrad reported that pre-pandemic pastoral care has resumed and the spiritual health of
the Chapel is well.
2. The treasurer reported that we are doing very well with our financial obligations.
3. The Board voted to discontinue the requirement of wearing masks during the services. This is in
keeping with the CDC guidelines which we have followed since the beginning of the pandemic.
Wearing masks will however remain optional for those who feel more comfortable wearing one.
Reservations are no longer required.
4. Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 21-25. Both men’s and women’s Bible study will resume
in on Tuesdays in September. They will be studying “A Purpose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.
5. A new garden just outside Fellowship Hall has been planted. Be sure to enjoy its beauty.
A new mail dropbox has been installed just outside the office door.
5. Fellowship time between services is scheduled to resume September 12. We will also have a catered
church lunch after the second service. Look for further details after the August Board meeting.
6. We approved four new regular members into our church family: Natalie Hopkins, Debbie Hyde,
William Hyde and Betsy Hutton. Please welcome them when you see them in church.
7. Several of the missions the Chapel supports expressed their appreciation for the support we
provided them during the pandemic. They would have had a more difficult time without our support.
8. Dana McCoy, our Chapel nurse, will host a program on June 16 covering the topic of all aspects of
aging. A representative from Osprey Village will assist in the program.
9. Greeters and Ushers will resume their services in June.
Stan Wilson
President of the Board

Page 3

Footprints Newsletter

Faith Christian Academy and
The Appalachia Service Project
BY RICK KIRKENDALL

More than a year ago the Amelia Plantation

group the next week will enclose the structure

Chapel Love Bus visited Faith Christian Academy

with vinyl siding. These three factors create

and Chapel members met with FCA Founder and

comfortable living conditions in the winter and

Headmaster, Brian Alvare. That meeting led to

savings of about $300/month in heating cost.

the building of a student Home Repair Mission

An additional benefit was that the siding would

program for them.

make her home look new again, restoring some
lost personal pride.

Fast forward to April, 2021... sixteen teens and
adults, two work groups, traveled to Tennessee

Team two worked on another woman’s home.

to make two homes “Warmer, Dryer, Safer”… the

Her mobility was limited and, a wheelchair ramp

Appalachia Service Program motto. ASP services

was needed. They designed, created, assembled

25+ counties throughout Central Appalachia

the parts, and built one of the sturdiest ramps I

where the poverty levels can be as high as a third

have seen in my 17 years of volunteering for ASP.

of the population.
By the end of the work week, these homeowners
The typical ASP work day is rising at 7 AM,

were thrilled and eternally thankful for this

devotions, breakfast, make our PB&J lunch,

God-sent group of teens and adults. Equally

work until 4PM, dine and participate in evening

important, a number of the teens were inspired

gatherings of religious & local economic topics.

to be less judgmental and make service to those
in need part of their lives.

One work team house wrapped and foaminsulated a drafty old mobile home for its owner,

If you care to learn more or give to Appalachia

a woman in her 70’s living alone. The work

Service Project, google www.asphome.org.
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FCA Update
25th Anniversary
BY FRANK VACIRCA

Faith Christian Academy is celebrating its 25th

The Academy is also known for its charitable

Anniversary this school year. The Academy has

outreaches, such as the annual Thanksgiving Food

advanced its mission and ministry over these 25 years

Drive that helps feed families in our community.

to presently include a high school. The enrollment

A mission trip to Appalachia was held this past

totals

through

spring with thanks to The Chapel for their generous

Grade 12. There are 30 highly dedicated teachers

donation of $4,000. A mobility ramp was built for

and educational support specialists on staff. Most of

a disabled individual and the exterior of a home

the people live in Nassau County and contribute to

was insulated.The FCA Learning Model is rooted in

the growing economy in the region. The Academy’s

creating a Christian citizen with a head and a heart

operating budget tops $1,000,000.

to serve God.

Last school year, thanks to the leadership of its

The Academy is widely known for its annual Father-

headmaster Bryan Alvare and a highly motivated

Daughter Ball held at the Ritz Carlton. This event is

and dedicated faculty, The Academy received Cognia

recognized as a rich and colorful thread in the fabric of

Accreditation. This recognition is the benchmark

seasonal events that Nassau County is recognized for

of instructional integrity that all private Christian

each year. Fathers and daughters, even grandfathers

schools work to achieve. The FCA is proud of this

and their granddaughters have attended for multiple

accomplishment and will continue to develop new

years. The Ball was not held this past winter because

programs that reflect its commitment to excellence

of the Coronavirus. Plans are already in progress for

in academics, integrated with strong Christian values

next year.

230

students,

pre-kindergarten

and principles. Another milestone was the launching
of The “Wings” Chapter of the Academy’s National

Faith Christian Academy is looking forward , with

Honor Society. The inaugural ceremony, which

optimism and enterprise, to another 25 years of high

included 20 students, was held in April.

achieving instruction and excellence. We are very
thankful for Amelia Plantation Chapel’s faithful and

Another new and innovative program this current

generous support. The Chapel is a valued partner

school year is Missions U. This learning platform,

in our progress to raise up the Christian leaders and

led by Pastor Eric Snow, provides a team of upper

achievers of the future.

school students with hands-on opportunities to
serve churches and ministries in the county. This

Together in Faith!

program, developed by Pastor Rob Goyette of Living
Waters World Outreach, connects FCA students with
the community and the world. FCA looks forward to
being of service to The Chapel next school year.
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A Letter From Your
Chapel Nurse
BY DANA MCCOY

Greetings,
Amazingly I am not going to talk about COVID this month as there are actually other things to
think about and discuss. This is going to be the first in a series of articles (there will also be live
presentations to go along with this topic) about aging in place. I have touched on this topic in the
past, but in this iteration, I’m going to do a deep dive on each topic related to aging in place. The
series will be called “Aging on Amelia.”
Most of the people I work with at the Chapel have a desire to age in place. Aging in place can be
staying in your home or staying on Amelia Island, but the general concept is to keep as much control
of your life as possible and to age with dignity. The key to this is education, planning and leveraging
available resources to make it happen.
Most people get in trouble or find themselves in situations they are not happy with because they
did not plan and line up the resources they need to successfully age in place. Areas you need to
plan for related to aging in place include: Health care management, in home caregivers, home
accommodations, insurance options, finances, home maintenance, meals, transportation, staying
connected and facility options.
My plan is to have a series of educational events. Each month, I will have a different topic presented
by an expert in that field. You can attend in person or by zoom, whichever makes you feel the
most comfortable. The first topic is on community/assisted living facilities and will be presented by
Matthew Barger. Matthew is the Executive Director at Osprey Village. He will review the advantages
of living in a community setting. He will talk about assisted living communities in general including
the types of facilities and available care options. He will talk about what to look for in a facility, what
the fee structures look like, and how to select the right option.
I am hoping for strong participation. I am open to ideas on any topics I’ve missed and ideas for
how to best deliver this information. One thing we will look to do is record the sessions, so they are
available for people who are not able to attend. If possible, please RSVP to
dana.mccoy@ameliacm.com so I am able to keep track of the number of people attending.
Peace
Dana
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Mending Wall
Poet Robert Frost’s Hidden Meaning
A personal Introduction to Robert Frost:

BY BILL HILLES

His

Two neighbors meet in the spring to repair a stone

poetry first came to my attention in a high-school

wall between their properties. Reviewing the

literature class, where we explored the literary

damage the weather and hunters have caused,

works of this gifted bard. The poem describes two

one of the gentlemen reflects:

neighbors who meet to repair an old stone fence
dividing their back-yards. It becomes clear from

Something there is that doesn’t love a wall,

the poem’s dialogue that the rock barrier is really

That sends the frozen ground-swell under it,

an emotional barricade that separates them. The

And spills the upper boulders in the sun;

poem reflects Frost’s life and his hometown of

And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.

Shaftsbury, Vermont. Much of his life reveals his
neighborly instincts.

One may choose to pursue the use of walls in the
Bible. Proverbs 25:28 states “A man without self-

The basic question in this poem speaks to the

control is like a city broken into and left without

purpose of borders – are they necessary or are they

walls. Deuteronomy 28:52 ESV “They shall besiege

regressive? With understated wit and a talent for

you in all your towns, until your high and fortified

crafty symbolism, Frost directs the reader to focus

walls, in which you trusted, come down throughout

on the real and figurative walls that divide us. Are

all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your

they purpose-ful? Or even necessary? The poem

towns throughout all your land, which the Lord

comments and asks:

your God has given you.”

Write Image Caption here
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Sneak
Preview!
BY JENNIFER ST. CLAIR

How impatient we Christians can be at times! Our instant-gratification society, where at the click of a button
images, answers to questions and TV screens appear in nanoseconds, has fooled us into thinking life operates
at the same speed. News flash! It doesn’t! We continually receive rude awakenings when God sends reminders
via heavenly messengers, which I like to name “Earth Angels,” and of course those supernatural events that
absolutely knock us off our feet that say loud and clear, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
(Proverbs 3:5,6)
And yet, the human side of us seems to slip into the belief system that at the snap of our fingers the desires
of our hearts can be fulfilled with nary a thought about God’s will. Well...sometimes we remember to include
His will. However, I tend to fall short on this point especially when ‘time’ is involved. Really, God? How long will
it be? Surely not posthumus?
Then there is the worry syndrome that infiltrates our daily narrative. Yes, yes. I do like to quote one of my
favorite verses in the Bible daily as a reminder to myself. “...if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you
can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
(Matthew 17:20) Now granted, once this scripture is recited out loud, I confess my heart does lighten! And the
Spirit descends upon me rendering a sense of calm. You know, the calm one feels when God presents us with
a “sneak preview” at sunrise of the joys ahead in our day.
It’s at these precious moments I begin to sing, “ My Lord, what a morning!” Then faith kicks into gear and I am
assured that God’s timing is perfect!
Page 8

Footprints Newsletter

Christian Education:
Current Happenings
BY SALLY ERICKSEN

I know we are all anxious to return to full activities at the Chapel in the fall! In the meantime, plans are
underway for Vacation Bible School June 21-25 led by Suzanne and Frank Vacirca. If you have not done
so, please consider inviting neighbor children, grandchildren, and others you may think of to register, or
volunteer to help!
Jan Smith’s Monday 10:30 am class studying Ephesians is continuing in person at the Chapel or on Zoom!
Plans are being made for the Tuesday morning men’s and women’s classes resuming in the fall. In person
adult Sunday school classes will resume in September, so please watch for information about them as the
time approaches.
In the meantime, please take advantage of our wonderful Chapel library that is available between services
and when the Chapel office is open during the week. If you have any questions about any of the current and
future education offerings, please call the Chapel office at 904.277.4414 for more information.

Baby Bottle Boomerang 2021
BY SALLY ERICKSEN

Thank you, thank you, thank you Chapel family!! With your generosity for the work of The NEST, a Women’s
Center, we have set a new giving record for the BBB! You donated 50 pounds of coins worth $573.52, plus
checks and cash for a grand total of $5513.52! The previous record was $4642.04 in 2019, and this year we
made up for our “Covid year 2020” giving of $1470. If you still have a bottle to return, please drop it off at the
Chapel office. These donations will richly bless The NEST as they promote life and healthy families for the
babies!

Page 9

Footprints Newsletter

The News
BY JOE MARASCO

There was a time when I enjoyed watching news

help. The mine is on a hillside on one side of the

programs. No more! The “news” these days is

Lake and on the other side of the lake is a Greek

completely slanted. Most of the so-called news

Orthodox monastery. The mine is not in good

programs are opinion and are prefiltered too. There

shape and needs to be restored.

is an alternative. Reduce the amount of news and
watch old movies. I’ve discovered the Turner movie

Zorba tricks the Greek Orthodox priests into selling

channel which shows old movies and many classic

their lumber. He devises a scheme to deliver it

and wonderful movies such as Children of the Corn,

to the Lake through a gravity-fed mechanism

On the Waterfront, The Philadelphia Story, Citizen

and then float the lumber across the Lake and

Kane and others.

ultimately to the mine. The day comes when the
first piece of lumber is destined to be moved by

I highly recommend One Foot in Heaven with

Zorba’s jerry-rigged contraption. A crowd gathers

Fredric March and Martha Scott. It is the story of

and there’s great expectation as the first piece of

a young physician who decides to become an

lumber starts down, but the people scatter as the

itinerant Methodist minister. It’s a heart-warming

trolley system collapses. After a pregnant pause,

and inspiring story.

Bates turns to Zorba and says “Zorba, teach me
to dance.”

My favorite movie of all time is Zorba the Greek
starring Anthony Quinn. This film has very many

For me, Bates’ response is a metaphor for

dark elements to it and it is difficult to watch. The

redemption! Despite all that has gone wrong,

story is about a young English writer who inherits

God is in control and life goes on. Rejoice in God’s

a mine in Greece and decides to go to Greece to

grace!

check it out. He meets and befriends Zorba who’s
a roustabout on the docks and engages him to
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Men’s Breakfast
BY ED WEIHENMAYER

The Men’s Breakfast will return in September!

October through December speakers are not

With great speakers and delicious breakfasts, best

yet finalized, however, we have an exciting aray

$5 breakfast in town. Bo Duffy is in the kitchen

of spearkers ranging from authors, entertainers,

with a small team of helpmates (we need a few

and evangelists.

volunteers.) Our lineup starts on Friday, September
10 with Grayson Marshall, All-Time Clemson and

Mark your calendars, and join us on the 2nd

SEC assist leader in basketball when he graduated

Friday of every month in the Chapel’s Fellowship

in 1988. Known as the Coach of Coaches, and author

Hall. The Men’s Breakfast begins at 7:30am.

of 3 books, Grayson is the consultant to a host of
colleges, professional teams, and corporations.

Speaker suggestions are always welcomed.

On Friday, January 14, David Martin will speak. He is
the former President of The Gideons International,
which has a presence throughout the U.S. and in
200 countries. Most of us will know the Gideons
who place Bibles in hospitals and hotel rooms, and
who hand out Bibles at schools, to new military
recruits, and at public events.
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Chapel News
Summer 2021

Vacation Bible School

Chapel Choir

We will be holding VBS this year June 21-25 from

Choir practice will be every Wednesday in the

9:00am-12:00pm. Space will be limited to 50

Fellowship Hall from 3:30-5:00pm. If you would like

children. We will continue to follow Covid protocol

to join please contact Don Edwards at

and masks will be required when indoors. If you

donedwds@ameliachapel.com.

would like to register a child please visit https://
vbspro.events/p/events/ac9b55. If you wish to
volunteer please also register online. Questions?
Call Frank Vacirca at 904.562.0566 or Suzanne

The Footsteps of Paul
Join Pastor Don Edwards as he leads a group
through Greece and the paths that the Apostle

Vacirca at 910.477.0144.

Paul walked! The trip is planned for October

Chapel Nursery

information in the narthex or contact Don with

4-15, 2021. There is a flyer with more detailed

Good news! The nursery is now open every Sunday
for both services! For the safety of all, masks are

questions.

required, except for infants and toddlers under 2,

Office Dropbox

for anyone entering the nursery.

The Chapel office now has a dropbox outside by
the office door for you to place your offering or any

Chapel Library

informtion needed for the office after business

The Chapel Library is now open during regular

hours.

business hours, closing from 12-1 for lunch, as well
as between services Sundays, for you to come and
enjoy.

Amelia Plantation
Chapel
36 Bowman Road, Amelia
Island, Fl, 32034
Phone:
(904) 277-4414
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