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I remember well first seeing a chunk of it. I had walked into my 
mentor’s office and there it was on his desk. I asked him why he had 
this piece of concrete on his beautiful mahogany desk. He informed 
me that it was not an ordinary piece of concrete—it was a broken 
piece of the Berlin Wall.

It was just like any other piece of old broken concrete, but it 
symbolized freedom in such a way that any pastor worth his or her salt 
would surely use it to speak of freedom from fear, freedom from sin, freedom from death 
in Christ to anyone who entered the pastor’s study. I had to have one.

The years passed and although I never found a source that could supply a piece of the 
Berlin Wall, I did acquire countless other “tchotchkes” that fill my office—many with a 
story of their own that I love to tell. In fact I had one whole shelf dedicated to many of 
these knick-knacks.

I was pointing out my prized shelf to my church secretary (and now very dear friend) and 
I mentioned the fact that I’d never acquired a piece of the Berlin Wall. When I told her a 
big smile came over her face. She had been to Berlin and had a piece of the Berlin Wall I 
could have—if she could find it.

Well, she did find it and the next morning she gave me something that for years I had 
sought—a simple piece of concrete that symbolizes something we all too often take for 
granted: freedom! Not only our freedom as citizens of the greatest nation in the world, but 
our freedom in Christ. Paul wrote to the churches in southern Galatia: “It is for freedom 
that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves by burdened again by 
a yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

How easy it is to forget that Christ has set us free from all that would seek to enslave 
us. Perhaps today you are experiencing feelings of fear and enslavement—trapped in 
relationships, attitudes and activities that you know are bad for you and displeasing to 
God. Perhaps it is angst or anger that holds you back and imprisons you from the fullness 
of life that God offers.

Whatever imprisons you please know that God desires your freedom in Christ! In him 
there is no wall, no barrier, and no sin that can hold you back and keep you in. Like the 
Berlin Wall Christ desires to break down barriers of sin, fear and oppression in our lives 
into insignificant chunks of souvenir rubble.

We are set free in Christ! Let us therefore stand firm and never let ourselves be burdened 
again by the slavery of sin or fear.

Amelia Plantation Chapel
36 Bowman Rd

904-277-4414
www.ameliachapel.com

Find us on 
Facebook

May 2020

“Berlin Wall”

Conrad Sharps
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Jan Smith is doing an online Bible study 2 days a week during our isolation period. We are 
meeting on Zoom on Monday and Thursday mornings at 10:30am, studying the book of 2 
Timothy. 

If you are interested in joining one or both of these groups please email or call Jan Smith for 
the Meeting number and password to Zoom. You can do the meetings with your cell phone, 
tablet, or computer. Jan’s cell phone is 478-747-3628, and her email address is: janiceusmith@bellsouth.net

Christian Education

Dear Easter Basket Donors and Helpers, 

Yesterday Angie McClellan, the Homeless Student 
Liaison for our Nassau County Schools Families in 
Transition, texted to tell me that the last Easter Basket we all prepared 
and delivered on March 9, had found its home. She personally delivered 
all of the baskets that had not been picked up in March and early April 
when families could shop at the school’s Clothes Closet in Yulee.  The 
virus made it difficult for families to get out themselves. 

  My deepest gratitude to all who shared and worked with love, to bless 
these 120 children and their families with the message of Jesus, His resurrection, and His gift of Salvation. 

May they, and all of you, have an Easter blessed with peace, through traditional ways and creative new 
technologies, giving thanks for the sacrificial, unconditional, and everlasting Love of Jesus!

Sowers, Seeds, and Soil
By Claudia Smith

We attend Chapel Services now via ZOOM.  It is sad not sitting with our fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  We miss Jennifer’s dramatic preliminaries,  Don’s wonderful choir,  Terry on the guitar,   Buddy 
out front.  the applause for Peter as he closes the Service,  and Conrad walking down the aisle arms 
raised praising the Father,  the Son,  and Holy Ghost.

But we have felt something special,  worshipping together,  just the two of us alone in front of a big TV,  
surrounded by the Bible and a Hymnal and the Bulletin. It is quiet and peaceful,  a time for reflection,  
a time to be thankful for each other.  We feel enveloped by the Holy Spirit,  being drawn closer to the Lord.  So this is God’s 
silver lining.  It is a new part of our journey ... and we thank God for it.

A Message From The Weihenmayers
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It’s a rainy Palm Sunday afternoon and as I reflect on today and its meaning in the Christian life I am 
moved to write what an encouragement the Lenten Devotional has been to Bob and me during this 
surreal time.

When these were written the we had no idea what we would be facing during Lent.
Every morning when we read the daily devotion it speaks to the situation of the day, gives us encouragement and hope.  
Truly God’s hand was with each one who shared their thoughts—for such a time as this.

Lenten Meditation
By Pat Stichweh

The Lord “Speaks” To Us Through Holy Scripture!
I was reading Isaiah 7:1-9 this morning and believe, by faith, the Lord revealed Himself to me through the Holy 
Scripture.

The situation seemed dire to the people of Jerusalem. They had discovered the kings of Syria and Israel had 
combined their armies with a plan to destroy Jerusalem, the key city in the kingdom of Judah. This action was 
motivated by a spirit of greed.

When Ahaz, king of Judah , and his people heard this their “hearts were shaken as the trees of the forest are 
shaken by the wind.” (V2)

The Lord instructed the prophet, Isaiah, to meet Ahaz and say to him, “Be careful, keep calm and do not lose 
heart because of these two smoldering pieces of firewood.” (V4)

In the next few verses, Isaiah continues to encourage Ahaz by telling him more of the Lord’s vision of what was 
going to happen in the future to these opposing kingdoms.

Then in the second part of Verse 9, the Lord God makes a statement that I believe speaks to us where we are, 
right now, as Christians in the United States of America. The Lord said; “If you do not stand FIRM in your 
FAITH, you will not stand at all.”

I think this declaration from our Sovereign Lord is so clear without any room for confusion. We received Salva-
tion by Faith alone in Christ alone. This same “”Faith” is paramount as we continue the battle with this plague. 
Therefore, as a member of your Governing Board, I encourage you, my brothers and sisters, to stand FIRM 
knowing you are in the Hands of the Creator of all, Who loves you with an incomprehensible love. I plead with 
you to trust in the One Who loves you the most!

One last comment: After a “sign” was requested by the people of Jerusalem (V14), the Lord gave them a sign as 
revealed by the Scripture;  The Lord said “A virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Im-
manuel.”

Hallelujah!
Barney Smith

Governing Board President
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David Beer, Chapel Architect, sought to blend the sanctuary’s design with surrounding nature, e.g. 
siding of cedar shake and many tall windows looking out on trees and lagoon water.
Light is the Chapel’s visual theme; it reflects the importance of the Word throughout the Bible, and its 
fundamental declaration that our Lord is the light of the world.

Entrance Doors
As one approaches the Chapel’s front entrance doors, the visitor is struck by the 
hand-carved applique on the face of the twin doors. They depict the light of the rising sun of first 
resurrection morning. In front of that scene is a stylized copper cross symbolizing the fact that 
only through darkness of the Cross of Christ can we experience the light of the Resurrection. The 
depiction of sea oats is also seen. George Randolph of Mt. Dora, FL was the craftsman

Stained Glass Windows and Chapel Spire
Appearing at the door and the Chapel spire, these beautiful features reflect the light of the Holy 
Trinity —God the Father is symbolized in the spire as one lifts his eyes 

toward heaven. The Holy Son is symbolized in the stained-glass cross, while there are sketched sea 
oats at the cross base. This feature symbolizes that only through death does new life come about. The 
Holy Spirit is seen as a dove hovering over the world to show that Spirit is active in the world today 

through the Church. God’s love of displaying and preserving 
nature is seen in the large stained-glass layout over the Chapel 
altar. 
The large side windows symbolize the light of opportunity; light 
not only shines in, but allows parishioners to see out and observe 
the needs of those around us. The unusual beveled glass panes in 
the upper front and over the chancel balcony depict the Trinity. 
They are two unusually shaped glass windows and seen by those entering the sanctuary, 

and those exiting from the front. They depict the light of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, and God the son.

Chancel Furnishings
These items all symbolize the light of God’s proclaimed word: the Communion Table, the light of 
God’s Word through the bread and wine: the Baptismal Fount, the light of God’s Word to cleanse 
us from our sins. There is a saying which illustrates much in the life of the Chapel’s Congregation 
–“Blessed are the creative, for their church benefits. Such can be said of the needlepoint project, 
which through an industrious committee co-chaired by Queet Hertweck, brought beautiful 
hangings to the walls and chair coverings in the Chapel.

Beautiful Grounds
The Chapel’s Memorial Prayer Garden was dedicated by 
members of the Bowman family in November, 1990. Pastor Ted 
Schroder was a continual visitor to the Garden, relaxing and 
enjoying the falling water from the little fall and pool. On the other 
side of the Sanctuary is a magnificent statue of the Sower. 
We can thank Chapel member Buddy Jacobs for this fine 
representation of the Biblical seed scatterer. Through his 
association with the Preservation Institute on Nantucket 
Island, Buddy saw a magnificent statue of a Sower, and 

thought of it as a meaningful message for our newly expanded Sanctuary. The purchase 
and transportation costs were raised almost single-handedly from Chapel members, and 
in 2003 it was “planted” on the Chapel grounds.

Symbols In and Around The Chapel

Bill Hilles 
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On Sunday mornings as we normally enter the Chapel, we are greeted and handed a colorful and 
very professionally produced bulletin that outlines the upcoming service and provides a variety of 
useful information.

Have you ever wondered just how this valuable communications piece came to be and what is 
involved in its production?

For years our bulletin consisted of a single sheet folded and printed in black and white. It was useful 
and utilitarian, but it was time to see what could be done to improve its effectiveness.

I recently came across meeting notes from a December 2017 Marketing Communications Committee meeting with this 
agenda item: Improve the Weekly Worship Bulletin.

Included among the suggestions from that meeting were upgrading the appearance, increasing the physical size, making 
use of art, upgrading the quality of the paper stock, and employing an easier to read font. The overall goal was to make it 
more reader friendly.

Creative ideas are great, but how do we make it happen? It’s a big undertaking involving input from Conrad, Don, Terry, 
Jennifer, and Peter along with other contributors every week. Layout, coordination, content and production is beautifully 
accomplished by Kayla and Beth (this is in addition to their other ongoing duties)!

The process begins on Tuesday of each week:
• All information is gathered. The sermon is titled, and scripture readings and music are selected.
• The document template is opened and the week’s pertinent information is added.
• The sermons and scripture readings are sent to Barbara Hopkins to select and secure the perfect visual for the cover.
• The bulletin is sent to proofreaders for edits.

Wednesday
• The cover photo is received from Barbara.
• Edits are received from proofreaders.
• Content is reviewed with Conrad, Beth and Don for correct information.
• The prayer list is finalized with Conrad.

Thursday
• Two separate bulletins (the 9:15 and 11:15 versions differ slightly) are “finalized” with last minute additions/changes
• Bulletins are printed with quantities determined by Beth based on the previous week’s attendance.
• The 9:15 and 11:15 bulletins are printed, bundled and stored.

Friday
• Beth takes bulletins to narthex for ushers to distribute on Sunday mornings.

Since the bulletins are printed at the Chapel, we produce them on Thursdays just in case there is an issue with the 
equipment or supplies. We have a contingency plan to have printing done off-site on Friday afternoons if absolutely 
necessary. We often take for granted the wonderful work being done week in and week out by our dedicated staff, Beth, 
Tina and Kayla. And because Barbara Hopkins is such a talented and accomplished artist, she has the understanding and 
keen eye for the art that best accompanies the readings, songs and sermon title selected.

The next time you see a copy of our bulletin, either at the Chapel or online, take a moment to appreciate the work that 
went into its creation.

Our Weekly Bulletins

Ned Flemming
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On Mother’s Day in 1992, I walked among the 
vendors after lunch in Little Five Points, close 
to downtown Atlanta, delighting in the creative 
atmosphere of designs and products displayed on 
tables and racks by the proud artists. A brilliant red 
material caught my eye on one particular table, red 
silk to be exact. So, I moseyed over to take a closer 
look and chat with the striking lady standing behind
the small table. She began telling me the garment was a Japanese Wedding 

Robe from WWII and said she was asking $100 for it. Well, I knew right then and there this exquisite item would be 
going home with me. Absolutely!

We then introduced ourselves and she handed me a flyer with her information and credentials on it. She called herself 
“Fairy Godmother” and invited interested persons to study voice and public speaking with her. Yes, I was definitely 
impressed when seeing she had sung on Broadway, toured with the USO and was a certified Dale Carnegie instructor and 
much more. Needless to say, a friendship began that day and at long last, my very own Fairy Godmother had made an 
appearance in my life.

Charlotte (alias Fairy Godmother) became my mentor, encouraging me to pursue my career in music and public 
speaking. After weeks of her insisting, I finally agreed to meet her agent in Atlanta across from the Fox Theater, dressed 
to the Nines, bringing some of my piano and vocal recordings along for her to hear. She listened and then asked for 
voice-over material. What??? I don’t have any!!! “ No problem. We can go into the recording booth, and get you a clip to 
add to your portfolio right now. Do you have some material ready to use?” “Probably,” I smiled.

Okay. We all know how impromptu and spontaneous I can be. Some even dare say there are NO filters attached to my 
brain, or is it to my mouth? Anyway, the agent proceeded to get the sound guy to set up equipment for me to record. The
space was a closet! Did I mention I’m claustrophobic? He handed me the headset and instructed me to do a sound check. 
This was really happening, despite the fact I truly had no material ready. None!

Now, we Christians all know the mustard seed story in Matthew 17:20. It is one of my favorites and most frequently 
quoted verses. That day in the sound booth closet, I silently recited it from my heart, claiming in advance God’s perfect 
words for my voice-over. Three. Two. One. Thumbs up!

Baby Duck: (Sniffling. Sobbing.)
Hope Ann: Little Duckling, whatever is the matter? Why are you crying?
Baby Duck: (Sniffling.) I lost my Mama and my brothers and sisters. They left me all alone. And I’m just a baby duck 
(Sniffling.)
Hope Ann: There, there. I’ll help you find them. Don’t worry, Little Duckling. (Slight pause.)
Hope Ann: Miss Fuddirudd! Miss Fuddirudd! Come quickly! Little Duckling is in trouble!
Miss Fuddirudd: Calm down, Hope Ann. Tell me what’s going on.
Hope Ann: Little Duckling has lost his Mama and brothers and sisters! Come quickly. We must help him.
Miss Fuddirudd: Alright. Take me to him.
Baby Duck: (Sobbing.)
Miss Fuddirudd: Little Duckling, don’t cry. We’re going to help you find them.
Baby Duck: But I’m just a baby duck.
Hope Ann: Look! Over there by the bend in the river! It’s your Mama and brothers and sisters, Little Duckling! They’ve 
come to find you!
Baby Duck: It’s my Mama.

Matthew 17:20 Jesus said: “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard 
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”

I’m Just A Baby Duck!

Jennifer St. Clair
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Baby Bottle Boomerang Time!

Sally Ericksen

It’s that time again!!  The Baby Bottle Boomerang benefiting the NEST, a Women’s Center, 
will kick off as soon as we are able to worship together again. Last year we gave over $4600. 

for this wonderful ministry that seeks to lead people to a saving relationship with God, and to 
then “choose life” for their babies.  There is no charge to the clients for their services including 

counseling, parenting classes, and a “baby boutique” of baby “necessities.” Hopefully we can give 
even more this year and break our record!! We will keep everyone updated on the start time via 

our email service for the Chapel.

The website is www.thenestwomenscenter.org
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In the Grip of Grace was written in 1996 by minister and best-selling Christian author, 
Max Lucado. He draws from Paul’s letter to the Romans to address God’s goodness and 
His glorious grace. Using his outstanding story-telling abilities, the author relates the 
biblical principles found in Romans to the lives of ordinary people. The result is an array of 
inspirational interpretations of the eternal quality of God’s mercy and the gentleness of His 
love. During the exploration of this vital subject matter, Lucado succeeded in conveying some 
invaluable truths which allow the Christian to have security in salvation like no other religion 
can provide.

In the Grip of Grace starts with a story which serves as the glue that binds this book. There are descriptions of 
the various types of people who exist in the world and specifically how they attempt to relate to God. They are 
described as the hedonist, the legalist, the judgmentalist, and lastly, the grace-driven Christian. The legalist is of 
special concern according to the author, for many people believe that good works are the best path to Heaven. 
Lucado challenges us to “abandon anxious self-sufficiency, leap out of legalism, and discover what it feels like 
to land in the strong arms of the Father who loves you – and catches you, every time, in the grip of His grace.”

The author concludes with the most important assurance that God provides: “One thing’s for sure, you cannot 
save yourself. The river is too strong and the distance is too great. God has sent his firstborn Son to carry you 
home.”

This book is about one of life’s sweetest words—grace. Max Lucado reminds us that the God who first made
us is strong enough to sustain us. 

A comprehensive study guide written by Steve Halliday follows the main text. Author Max Lucado serves as 
Teaching Minister of Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, TX. He is America’s best-selling inspirational author 
with more than 140 million books in print. Visit his website at MaxLucado.com

In the Grip of Grace
By Max Lucado

Carol Ann 
McKay

In all your ways trust in Me. I shall make you whole. I AM the great Healer, and you 
are My children. I shall lift your fears and your anxieties from you, if you will but let 
go. I will answer your prayers and be near you in every way. Go on with The Light and 
bend your ears to My Words, for in My Word there is Truth, and in The Truth there is 
Life. Fear not, My Light surrounds you, and My Love is ever present.

My Children, rejoice in your salvation, for it is the most precious gift that you possess.

Trust In Me
By Janet McGugan
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Dear Chapel Members,

While we have not been together for the last several weeks, things have been happening with your 
Building and Grounds committee to do much needed maintenance and enhancing our Columbarium 
and expanding our Memorial Gardens.

For the last several years we have looked at many options to expand our Columbarium space. Options 
were looked at for creating new column walls in different locations. Those options either would have taken up beautiful 

garden space, obstructed views or have been cost prohibitive. However, we had an option 
available to us to expanding the first structure on the right as we enter the area from 
the parking lot. That option allowed us to raise the existing structure vertically. This 
accomplished two things; it gives us 40 new vaults and preserves the location in a respectful 
manner. The picture to the left shows the newly expanded Columbarium.

Secondly, it is becoming a more accepted practice to use a Memorial Garden for interment 
of our loved one’s ashes. We were fortunate to have an existing space on the east side of the 
chapel next to our fountain. However, that space was not large enough to support our future 
needs. We also lacked space to hold a service allowing people to be close to the proceedings
and our pastor.

Again, the space required to expand became available by removing the in-ground fountain and 
re-landscaping with paver walls and new paving in the area. I hope you will agree that the space 
is both beautiful and a dignified setting for our Memorial Gardens. This space will meet our 
needs for many years to come. See the picture to the right.

The undercover entry and threshold at the front doors of our Chapel 
were weary and needed both safety and visual enhancement. First the 
threshold had become a tripping hazard and had to be removed. This 
also allowed us to add a few tiles to the entry under the doors and 
eliminated the raised threshold. To eliminate the elevation difference 
to the entry, pavers were strategically added at suggestion and donation of Richard Darlington 
our contractor. The new pavers were much enhanced with the addition of an embedded cross. 
Please see the picture to the left.

Columbarium and Memorial Garden

Dennis Schroeder
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During this time of quarantine we have had to switch up how we run our weekly service. We have been airing 
our 9:15am service, with some modifications to accomodate the 11:15am worship band, on our livestream site. 
There has been so much that goes into getting everything switched up and running every Sunday morning. 
Our resident photographer, Walt Petersen, came up with the idea to show case the “behind-the-scenes” look at 
how our “new” Sunday mornings work. Hopefully, we will all be back to the Chapel soon but for now we will 
continue to use the technology and wonderful serving members as we capture the service weekly. We thank 
each and every one of them for all their hard work and dedication to making Sundays happen!

Our New “Normal” Service

Photos by Walt Petersen
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MAY EVENTS 2020
All gatherings and events are 
canceled THROUGH Sunday, 
May 17. Sunday 9:15a services 
will be livestreamed on our 
website www.ameliachapel.com. 
You may view the service anytime 
after the livestream has ended. 
We will keep everyone informed 
of upcoming events and services 
returning to normal by our email 
blasts and Facebook page. If you 
have any questions please call the 
Chapel office at (904) 277-4414.


